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Kaleidoscope

—Damjan Vukcevic

The unsampled mysteries of the castle, and the still unfound coin, beckon you onwards, and so you continue
down the hallway. A plain wooden door breaks the monotony of the gray stone walls, and you very slowly edge
the door open. The hinges are, remarkably, well-oiled, and so it opens with nary a squeak. Stepping inside, you
find yourself in a richly decorated room, its thick dark red carpet complementing the highly polished mahogany
furniture. The surroundings make you feel rather dishevelled in the clothes you’ve been wearing for the last
four days, now rather dirty after the considerable time in the forest and lying in the plain.

A bowl of fruit sitting on a pedestal in the corner immediately attracts your attention, and your stomach
rumbles in anticipation. Famished, you indulge in this long-awaited opportunity to break your fast. Only once
the entire contents of the fruit bowl has been lovingly consumed, do you, saturated with food, take in the rest
of your surroundings.

Large portraits adorn the walls, most of them unfamiliar to you, but one stands out from the rest. You realise
it is a young Lord John, dressed in magnificent purple robes, and holding in his hand a rather large round coin
with a square hole in the middle. You approach the painting, and inside the hole, you see drawn what looks like
the city of Melbourne. Your doubts about Lord John’s credibility immediately subside; the coin must have been
an integral part of Melbourne’s stability for countless years. Out of curiosity, you press down on the picture of
Melbourne, and to your surprise, the small square depresses, and the entire painting folds itself up to reveal a
brightly lit passageway.

You walk through it, and find a small room, in the centre of which is a square pedestal. The top of the pedestal
is a single slab of burnished bronze, etched with a mystifying array of letters set inside a peculiar grid.
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